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The Bridegroom Adorns His Bride

I.  With a Holy Name

II.  With a Glorious Robe

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, till her righteousness shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch. 2 The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory; you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will bestow. 3 You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4 No longer will they call you Deserted, or name your land Desolate. But you will be called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; for the LORD will take delight in you, and your land will be married. 5 As a young man marries a maiden, so will your sons marry you; as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.

You waited for weeks.  Now he’s here.  You saw his birth.  You watched as shepherds sprinted from their fields to see the new King.  You heard voices rise in joyful thanksgiving in the temple courts by Hannah and Simeon.  You watched Magi arrive from a distant nation.  You watched them worship him with costly gifts.  You paid close attention as he went about his Father’s business in the temple.  You witnessed his baptism.  Now you watch with eager anticipation as he begins his ministry... with eager anticipation because his ministry is your salvation.  You will witness God incarnate live his life on earth with perfection.  You will hear how he obeys his Father’s will completely, how he fulfills the law with a servant’s attitude.  You will witness his death that brings you life.  And you will raise your voice on Easter morning to thank God that you have hope.  
This morning we listened how Jesus began his ministry.  He displayed his power and turned water into wine at a wedding in Cana.  The First Lesson for today, from Isaiah 62, also talks about a wedding.  But the wedding Isaiah wrote about isn’t a wedding where Jesus is a guest.  It’s a wedding in which Jesus is the bridegroom.  He describes us as his bride.  The Holy Spirit led Isaiah to take a picture of marriage and uses it to describe what Jesus has done for us.  The Holy Spirit through the prophet Isaiah shows us that The Bridegroom Adorns His Bride, I. With a Holy Name  II. With a Glorious Robe.

I have to ask you a question: do you hate being in the dark?  There you are on the couch, watching your favorite reality show.  Out of nowhere the t.v. goes black and the lights go out.  You stumble around for a moment.  Find the flashlight.  Locate the matches.  Light a few candles.  We don’t like to be in the dark.  Let me ask you again, “Do you hate being in the dark?”  What I mean by that is, “You’re always the last one to know.”  “Well, you didn’t tell me Tom-Kat were getting married.”  “I didn’t know Bran-gelina was adopting another baby.”  This is the kind of darkness we as humans don’t like.  We want to be in the loop, to know what’s going on.

This is not the kind of darkness the people of Israel experienced.  They sat in the thickest, most damaging darkness: spiritual darkness.  God sent the prophet Isaiah because he did not want his people to be out of the loop.  He kept them informed as to what was happening.  The people of Israel knew that God had promised to be their husband.  He would watch over them and care for them.  This was a picture God used repeatedly throughout the Old Testament.  Prophet after prophet shared this message with God’s people.  Yet it was this husband that allowed the nation of Babylon to destroy the city of Jerusalem and the temple.  It was the LORD who permitted his holy bride to be exiled for seventy years.  It appeared that Israel was the victim.  Her husband had stood idly by while she suffered at the hands of evil men.  They taunted her and called her Desolate and Deserted.    

The sad reality: Israel was the unfaithful bride.  She forgot about the God who led her out of Egypt and into the land flowing with milk and honey.  She abandoned the LORD.  She forgot his promises.  She turned to the gross idolatry of her unbelieving neighbors.  The people of Israel were as spiritually lifeless as the images of wood and stone they worshiped.  It appeared she was separated and cut off because of her unfaithfulness. 

I recently read an article in newspaper about segregation in society and the classroom.  The writer of the article has explored whether or not Brown vs. Board of Ed. (a key civil rights court ruling) is working to integrate or segregate.  Colleges, employers and society may choose to separate based on color.  Brothers and sisters, it is not the pigment of your skin that separates you from your God.  The problem is much deeper.  

Isaiah 59:2, “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”  Does that strike you at all?  Because of your sin, God doesn’t even want to look at you.  Because of your sin, God will not listen to you.  God is holy.  He does not allow so much as a hint of darkness in his presence.  Our unfaithfulness to his Word, our reluctance to find comfort in his promises, instead we wallow in the guilt of our sin, our failure to listen to his holy Word, our refusal to make him number one in our lives have shut us out of his presence.  
If God only looked at our sin he would say, “What a desolate land; tainted with sin, choked with the weeds of selfishness and greed.  Nothing good can grow here.  This land is uninhabitable, deplorable.”  Our life apart from Christ would look like the geography of I-80 west of Salt Lake.  If you ever drive in the western United States check out the Salt Lake Valley.  It’s beautiful.  If you continue west on I-80 it’s awful.  Miles of salt saturated earth, rocky soil, mountainous terrain, and if the wind is blowing right, the smell of stagnate water is atrocious.  If God had not acted, this is what our spiritual life would look like.  Someone had to cleanse and renew the tainted tracts of our sin-saturated land. 

Apart from Christ God sees no redeeming quality in us.  On our own there is nothing in us that would earn his favor.  And yet...  as we have witnessed these last two weeks our heavenly bridegroom came down to earth.  He lived a human life in a human body with real skin, muscles, hair, bones and blood.  But the difference between his life and ours: he lived without sin.  The man, Jesus Christ, was able to do this because he was also God.  Because he was true God we receive perfection.  The darkness that separated us from God is dispelled with the radiance of Christ’s perfection and righteousness.  Our selfishness and greed, our unfaithfulness and neglect of God’s Word; these things no longer separate us from him.  God also demanded that a payment be made for all of the times we fail to do what our holy God asks of us.  That payment was death.  The only one who could was Jesus: true man so that he could die, true God so that his death would count for the whole world.  God canceled all of the debt we owed God.  Paid in full.

Because your bridegroom earned you perfection and canceled your debt of sin he adorns you with a new name: He said, “No longer will they call you Deserted, or name your land Desolate. But you will be called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; for the LORD will take delight in you...” (vs4)  Hephzibah and Beulah...  Imagine that you are dating.  Your friend sets you up on a blind date.  When you arrive to the restaurant the gal introduces herself as Hephzibah.  You meet the guy at the movie theatre and his name is Beulah.  These are silly names, but the meanings are richer.  Hephzibah means “my heart’s delight.”  Beulah means “the married one.”  Not so bad now, considering what you were before; Desolate and Deserted.  My heart’s delight, my married one… yes you are in a marriage relationship with Christ himself.  
Think about that.  The implications are endless.  You receive blessings without number: forgiveness of sins, assurance of that forgiveness through his Word, through his Holy Supper, power to live a new life, eternal life is yours now.  Not only has your Heavenly Bridegroom adorned you a New Name, he has also given you a Glorious Robe.

II.  A Glorious Robe
The picture of the people of Israel was not a good one: an unfaithful adulterous bride who had no regard for God’s Word.  Their city was in ruin.  The temple was leveled.  But a small faithful remnant returned from exile.  They rebuilt the city and the temple.  Once more the glory of the LORD filled the place of worship.  It seemed that God had returned to his people.  But in fact he never left.  This nation was his chosen bride. He would not stand idly by as she endured hardship.  God said, “For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet.” (vs1)  The heavenly bridegroom wanted to adorn his bride with glory.  What kind of glory?    

In vs3 Isaiah says, “You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand of your God.” (vs3)  The first thing that came to my mind as I read this passage was, “Why is the crown in the LORD’s hand and not on his head?”  The crown is the Church, Christ’s holy bride…  He holds the crown because he admires what he has done to her, made her holy and perfect.  He has covered the darkness of her sin with the robe of his righteousness.  In Isaiah 61:10 the prophet explains, “I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God, for he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness.”  What a glorious wedding dress!   

Very soon, when the azaleas are in full bloom, the television syndicate CBS will air The Masters, a tradition unlike any other.  The winner of that golf tournament will receive the prestigious green jacket, which will hang in the closet at Augusta Golf Course, only to be worn by that individual at that Golf Course.  The robe of righteous is not something we earn.  It is given.  This robe of righteousness is not just for you and me.  It is for all people.  Isaiah says in vs2, “The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory.”  God uses you, his people that he wrapped in Christ’s righteousness to bring the good news of this robe of righteousness to all people.  

You watched and waited and now he’s here.  The King of kings left his home in heaven to take a bride.  He took her out of the darkness of sin into the light of his perfection.  He made her beautiful.  He adorns his bride with a new name: the delight of my heart and my married one.  He adorns his bride with a glorious robe, the brilliance of his righteousness.  You are Christ’s bride.  May God keep your marriage with him strong until life eternal.  Amen. 

